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1. Main points
In 2023:

® 31.8% of all live births were to non-UK-born mothers in England and Wales (an increase from 30.3% in
2022); this continues a general increase in the percentage of live births to non-UK-born mothers.

® 37.3% of live births were to parents where either one or both were born outside the UK, increasing from
35.8% in 2022.

¢ India remained the most common country of birth for non-UK-born mothers and fathers, with Pakistan
remaining second.

® |ondon remained the region with the greatest proportion of births to parents where either one or both were
born outside of the UK (67.4% of live births).

® Wales and the North East of England had the lowest proportions of births to parents where either one or
both were born outside of the UK (17.5% and 20.5% of live births, respectively).

® The proportion of births to parents where either one or both were born outside the UK has been increasing
across all regions.

® The proportion of births to mothers born outside the UK generally increases with the age group of the
mother, from 15.8% of live births to mothers aged under 20 years, to 53.9% of live births to mothers aged
45 years and over.

2 . Live births to non-UK-born parents by geography

Figure 1: Percentage of live births where either one or both parents were born outside of the
UK by local authority district, England and Wales, 2016 to 2023

Notes

1. Figures are based on mothers’ usual area of residence, based on boundaries as of August 2024.

Downloac

3. Data on births

Births by parents' country of birth, England and Wales
Dataset | Released 8 November 2024
Annual data on live births in England and Wales by parents' country of birth.

Please filter our explorable datasets for births in England and Wales, including:
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/datasets/parentscountryofbirth

® our Live births in England and Wales: birth rates down to local authority areas (2013 onwards) dataset

® our Live births in England and Wales by sex and characteristics of mother: national and regional
(2013 onwards) dataset

® our Live births in England and Wales by characteristics of mother and father (2013 onwards) dataset

® our Live births in England and Wales down to local authority local area (2013 onwards) dataset

® our Live births in England and Wales for small geographic areas (2013 onwards) dataset

4 . Glossary

Country of birth
The country in which a person was born.
Live birth

A baby showing signs of life at birth.

A more complete glossary is available in our User guide to birth statistics.

5. Data sources and quality

These data are birth registrations for live births occurring in each calendar year, plus a small number of late
registrations from the previous year.

Birth statistics represent births that occur and are then registered in England and Wales. Figures are derived from
information recorded when live births and stillbirths are registered as part of civil registration, which is a legal
requirement. Figures include mothers and fathers whose usual residence is outside England and Wales. These
data represent the most complete data source available.

The registration of births is a service carried out by the Local Registration Service in partnership with the General
Register Office (GRO), in England and Wales. Birth registration is linked to the NHS birth notification within the
Office for National Statistics (ONS) to obtain the age of the mother, where this was missing on the birth
registration. It also enables the analysis of further characteristics such as birthweight, ethnicity of the baby and
gestation of live births.

These accredited official statistics were independently reviewed by the Office for Statistics Regulation in April
2012. They comply with the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of Practice for Statistics
and should be labelled "accredited official statistics".

Country of birth of each parent

The country of birth of each parent for children born in England and Wales has been recorded at birth registration
since April 1969. The details for country of birth groupings can be found in our Parents' country of birth dataset, on
the country code listings tab. Birthplace does not necessarily equate to ethnic group and does not imply that
someone is a long-term international migrant. More information can be found in our Guidance on using country of
birth, nationality, and passports held data.

Public consultation and our data

The ONS, together with the Department of Health and Social Care, NHS England, Office for Health Improvement
and Disparities, and UK Health Security Agency conducted a public consultation into health statistics, which
closed in March 2024. This consultation collected views on how these organisations' health statistics are used,
including a proposal to combine and reformat the ONS's annual birth statistics, and improve three publications:
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https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=207
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=203
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=203
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=204
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=205
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=206
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/methodologies/userguidetobirthstatistics#glossary
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/datasets/parentscountryofbirth
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/methodologies/guidanceonusingcountryofbirthnationalityandpassportshelddata
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/methodologies/guidanceonusingcountryofbirthnationalityandpassportshelddata
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/health-and-social-care-statistical-outputs/health-and-social-care-statistical-outputs-published-by-dhsc-including-ohid-nhsbsa-ukhsa-ons-and-nhs-england

® our Births in England and Wales bulletin

® our Birth characteristics in England and Wales bulletin

® our Births by parents' country of birth, England and Wales bulletin

The ONS, Department of Health and Social Care, NHS England, Office for Health Improvement and Disparities,
and UK Health Security Agency will publish a full response to the consultation, summarising feedback on all
proposals, later this year. Further improvements will be made in future releases.

More quality and methodology information

More quality and methodology information on the strengths, limitations and accuracy of the data is available in
our Births Quality and Methodology Information (QML).

Our User guide to birth statistics provides further information on data quality, legislation and procedures relating
to births, and includes a glossary of terms.

6 . Related links

Births in England and Wales: 2023

Bulletin | Released 28 October 2024

Annual live births, stillbirths, maternities, and fertility rates in England and Wales by factors including parent
age, ethnicity, deprivation, gestational age, and birthweight.

Explorable datasets for births in England and Wales
Datasets (Nomis) | Updated as new data become available
Datasets on life events in England and Wales.

Baby names in England and Wales: 2022
Dataset | Released 17 May 2024
Most popular first names for baby boys and girls in 2022, using birth registration data.

Births in Northern Ireland
Web page | Updated as new data become available
Births statistics from 1887 onwards and baby names statistics from 1997 onwards for Northern Ireland.

Births in Scotland
Web page | Updated as new data become available
Birth statistics from the National Records of Scotland.

User guide to birth statistics

Methodology | Released 28 October 2024

Supporting information for birth statistics, which present figures on births that occur and are then registered
in England and Wales. Figures are based on information collected at birth registration.

7 . Cite this statistical release

Office for National Statistics (ONS), released 8 November 2024, ONS website, statistical bulletin, Births by
parents' country of birth, England and Wales: 2023
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/bulletins/birthsummarytablesenglandandwales/2022refreshedpopulations
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/bulletins/birthcharacteristicsinenglandandwales/2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/bulletins/parentscountryofbirthenglandandwales/2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/methodologies/birthsqmi
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/methodologies/userguidetobirthstatistics
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/bulletins/birthsummarytablesenglandandwales/2023
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/select/getdatasetbytheme.asp?theme=73
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/babynamesinenglandandwales2022
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/statistics/births-deaths-and-marriages/births
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/births
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/methodologies/userguidetobirthstatistics
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/bulletins/parentscountryofbirthenglandandwales/2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/bulletins/parentscountryofbirthenglandandwales/2023
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