
Page 1 of 11

Next release: 
To be announced

Release date: 
24 April 2024
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Regional Accounts 
regionalaccounts@ons.gov.uk 
+44 1633 456878

Statistical bulletin

Regional economic activity by gross 
domestic product, UK: 1998 to 2022
Annual estimates of economic activity by UK country, region and local area using gross 
domestic product (GDP). Estimates are available in current market prices and in 
chained volume measures and include a full industry breakdown of balanced regional 
gross value added (GVA(B)).
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1 . Main points

Real gross domestic product (GDP) for the UK increased by 4.3% in 2022; all International Territorial Level 
(ITL) 1 regions reported positive growth in 2022, continuing the economic recovery following the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

Of the ITL1 regions, London experienced the largest increase in real GDP in 2022 at 4.9%; the smallest 
increase was seen in the East Midlands at 1.8%.

At the ITL1 level, London had the highest GDP per head in current market prices at £63,407 in 2022, while 
the North East had the lowest GDP per head at £26,747.

Of the ITL3 regions, Luton showed the largest increase in real GDP in 2022 at 19.7%, while the largest 
decrease was registered in Na h-Eileanan Siar at negative 4.3%.

At the ITL3 level, Camden and City of London had the highest GDP per head in current market prices at 
£599,588 in 2022, while Ards and North Down had the lowest GDP per head at £17,635; both extremes 
are substantially affected by commuting flows.
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2 . Gross domestic product by UK country and region

UK gross domestic product (GDP), in chained volume measures, was estimated to have increased by 4.3% in 
2022. This increase continued the economic recovery following the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, which 
caused widespread business closures and restrictions on the mobility of consumers.

Of the four countries in the UK, England showed the largest increase in real GDP in 2022 at 4.2% (Table 1). 
Northern Ireland saw the smallest increase in real GDP of 3.0% between 2021 and 2022.

Table 1: Summary of gross domestic product statistics for selected countries and regions, 2022

Population 
(million)

GDP at 
current 
market 
prices
(£ million)

GDP per 
head 
at current 
market prices
(£)

Annual 
growth 
in ‘real’ 
GDP 
(percentage)

Annual growth 
in 
‘real’ GDP 
per head 
(percentage)

UK 67.6 2,506,170 36,844 4.3 3.2

England 57.1 2,161,593 37,852 4.2 3.2

North East 2.7 71,763 26,747 4.6 3.2

North West 7.5 247,199 32,889 4.7 3.5

Yorkshire 
and 
The Humber

5.5 170,304 30,734 3.9 2.8

East Midlands 4.9 146,482 29,683 1.8 0.7

West 
Midlands

6.0 181,354 30,117 2.8 1.7

East 6.4 213,828 33,419 3.9 3.1

London 8.9 562,179 63,407 4.9 4.2

South East 9.4 374,453 39,921 4.8 3.8

South West 5.8 194,030 33,657 4.2 3.3

Wales 3.1 85,412 27,274 3.8 2.9

Scotland 5.4 186,851 34,299 3.2 3.8

Northern 
Ireland

1.9 56,694 29,674 3.0 2.7

Extra-Regio n/a 15,620 n/a -3.1 n/a

Source: Regional economic activity by gross domestic product, UK: 1998 to 2022 from the Office for National 
Statistics

Notes
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Figures may not sum because of rounding in totals; per head (pounds) figures are rounded to the nearest 
pound.

2022 data are provisional.

Population estimates are sourced from our .Population Estimates for UK bulletin

“Real GDP” is GDP in chained volume measures.

Per-head figures exclude Extra-Regio as it comprises activity that cannot be assigned to regions.

n/a stands for not applicable.

At the International Territorial Level (ITL) 1, all countries and regions showed positive growth in real GDP 
between 2021 and 2022. The only decrease in real terms was seen in Extra-Regio, economic activity that cannot 
be assigned to a mainland region or country of the UK.

The largest increase in real GDP in 2022 was seen in London at 4.9%, followed by the South East at 4.8%. The 
smallest increase in 2022 was seen in the East Midlands at 1.8%, followed by the West Midlands at 2.8%.

Figure 1: All UK countries and regions saw positive growth in real GDP between 2021 and 
2022

Notes:

GDP in chained volume measures.

This chart shows annual growth rates to one decimal place. There may be instances where growth in a 
region is showing no change to one decimal place. However, there may be movements in the underlying 
data.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/annualmidyearpopulationestimates/previousReleases


Page 5 of 11

3 . Highest 10 and lowest 10 ITL3 areas

When ordered by gross domestic product (GDP) per head in current market prices, the highest 10 International 
Territorial Level (ITL) 3 areas in 2022 were in the London, South East, Scotland, North West or South West ITL1 
regions (Table 2). The top five areas were all within the London region. Berkshire is the highest area outside 
London, now sixth.

The lowest 10 ITL3 areas now cover 7 of the 12 ITL1 countries and regions, with only the North East, Yorkshire 
and The Humber, East Midlands, South East and Scotland not represented in 2022.

In real terms, 163 of the 179 ITL3 areas experienced an increase in GDP between 2021 and 2022. The largest 
increases were in Luton (19.7%), Lambeth (17.1%), and Haringey and Islington (16.8%).

Of the 16 ITL3 areas that saw decreases in real GDP in 2022, the largest decreases were in Na h-Eileanan Siar 
(negative 4.3%), Scottish Borders (negative 3.9%), and South and West Derbyshire (negative 3.9%).

By the end of 2022, 101 of the 179 ITL3 areas had recovered to the extent that their real GDP exceeded its pre-
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic level. The areas with the highest growth since 2019 were Telford and Wrekin 
(18.6%), and Thurrock (13.9%).

The ITL3 areas where real GDP remained furthest below its 2019 level at the end of 2022 were Harrow and 
Hillingdon (negative 18.9%), and Hounslow and Richmond upon Thames (negative 18.3%).

While GDP per head can be a useful way of comparing regions of different size, comparisons can be affected by 
commuting flows into or out of the region. Therefore, our figures should be used with caution. For such areas, it is 
advisable to refer to our  for a direct measure of economic sub-regional productivity in the UK articles
performance.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/labourproductivity/articles/regionalandsubregionalproductivityintheuk/previousReleases
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Table 2: Highest 10 and lowest 10 ITL3 areas by gross domestic product per head, 2022

GDP per 
head 
at current 
market 
prices (£)

Annual 
growth 
in 'real' GDP 
per head 
(percentage)

Population 
(thousands)

GDP at 
current 
market 
prices 
(£ million)

Annual 
growth 
in 'real' GDP 
(percentage)

United Kingdom 36,844 3.2 67,596 2,506,170 4.3

Highest 10 GDP 
per head

Camden and City of 
London

599,588 -2.3 229 137,243 1.8

Westminster 435,304 6.5 211 92,008 9.4

Tower Hamlets 116,712 -5.4 326 38,024 -1.5

Kensington & Chelsea 
and Hammersmith & 
Fulham

71,747 2.3 331 23,776 3.5

Haringey and Islington 66,264 16.6 482 31,952 16.8

Berkshire 60,958 3.9 959 58,447 4.8

City of Edinburgh 60,764 6.8 523 31,802 6.2

Manchester 59,136 6.0 569 33,648 9.5

Milton Keynes 55,470 -1.2 292 16,207 0.1

Swindon 52,860 8.0 236 12,457 8.9

Lowest 10 GDP 
per head

Greater Manchester 
North East

21,750 2.7 666 14,475 3.6

Gwent Valleys 21,665 2.2 336 7,279 2.3

Southend-on-Sea 21,520 4.7 181 3,893 4.9

Causeway Coast and 
Glens

21,363 2.7 141 3,019 2.4

Sefton 21,264 2.3 281 5,976 2.8

Dudley 21,145 3.2 325 6,871 3.7

Torbay 20,669 5.3 139 2,883 5.3

Walsall 20,665 1.3 286 5,912 1.9

Redbridge and 
Waltham 
Forest

20,572 8.0 587 12,071 7.7

Ards and North Down 17,635 0.2 164 2,896 0.4

Source: Regional economic activity by gross domestic product, UK: 1998 to 2022 from the Office for National 
Statistics

Notes
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Data for all ITL3 local areas are included in our .Regional gross domestic product: all ITL regions dataset

GDP at current market prices is on a workplace basis.

Figures may not sum because of rounding in totals; per head (pounds) figures are rounded to the nearest 
pound sterling.

2022 data are provisional.

Per-head figures exclude Extra-Regio as it comprises activity that cannot be assigned to regions.

Population estimates are sourced from our .Population Estimates for UK bulletin

“Real GDP” is GDP in chained volume measures.

4 . Gross domestic product per head for UK local authorities, 
1998 to 2022

Figure 2 allows users to explore how gross domestic product per head in current market prices has varied among 
local authorities between 1998 and 2022.

Figure 2: Gross domestic product per head for UK local authorities, 1998 to 2022

Notes:

The City of London and Westminster are not shown on the map because these regions’ GDP per head are 
large outlier values.

Natural breaks have been used to classify the data into ranges.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/datasets/regionalgrossdomesticproductallnutslevelregions
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/annualmidyearpopulationestimates/previousReleases
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5 . Regional economic activity data

Regional gross domestic product: all ITL regions 
Dataset | Released 24 April 2024 
Annual estimates of balanced UK regional gross domestic product (GDP). Current price estimates and 
chained volume measures for UK countries, ITL1, ITL2 and ITL3 regions.

Regional gross domestic product: city regions 
Dataset | Released 24 April 2024 
Annual estimates of balanced UK regional gross domestic product (GDP). Current price estimates and 
chained volume measures for combined authorities and city regions.

Regional gross domestic product: enterprise regions 
Dataset | Released 24 April 2024 
Annual estimates of balanced UK regional gross domestic product (GDP). Current price estimates and 
chained volume measures for local enterprise partnership areas and other economic and enterprise regions.

Regional gross domestic product: local authorities 
Dataset | Released 24 April 2024 
Annual estimates of balanced UK regional gross domestic product (GDP). Current price estimates and 
chained volume measures for local authority districts, London boroughs, unitary authorities and Scottish 
Council areas.

Regional gross value added (balanced) by industry: all ITL regions 
Dataset | Released 24 April 2024 
Annual estimates of balanced UK regional gross value added (GVA(B)). Current price estimates, chained 
volume measures and implied deflators for UK countries, ITL1, ITL2 and ITL3 regions, with a detailed 
industry breakdown.

6 . Glossary

Chained volume measures (CVM)

These time series have the effects of inflation removed by considering changes in quantity between consecutive 
periods, holding prices from previous periods constant.

Constant price (KP) series

These series have the effects of inflation removed by holding prices throughout the series at the level in a chosen 
base year (also known as "real terms" series).

Current price (CP) series

These series include the effects of inflation.

GDP

Gross domestic product (GDP) measures the value of goods and services produced in the UK. It estimates the 
size of and growth in the economy.

Gross value added (GVA)

The value generated by any unit engaged in production and the contributions of individual sectors or industries to 
gross domestic product.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/datasets/regionalgrossdomesticproductallnutslevelregions
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/datasets/regionalgrossdomesticproductcityregions
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/datasets/regionalgrossdomesticproductenterpriseregions
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/datasets/regionalgrossdomesticproductlocalauthorities
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossvalueaddedgva/datasets/nominalandrealregionalgrossvalueaddedbalancedbyindustry
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International Territorial Level (ITL)

The International Territorial Levels (ITL) system, shown on our , is the new UK Open Geography Portal web page
geographies classification system. This has superseded the Nomenclature of Units for Territorial Statistics 
(NUTS) classification system.

7 . Measuring the data

Methodology information

Various : balanced (GVA(B)), guidance and methodology publications relating to regional gross value added
income (GVA(I)) and production (GVA(P)) are available. Our  Regional accounts methodology guide: June 2019
provides an overview of the methodology used to compile regional accounts outputs.

More quality and methodology information on strengths, limitations, appropriate uses, and how the data were 
created is available in the .Regional gross value added (balanced) QMI

Other historical guidance, methodology and update documents are also available in Section 7: Measuring the 
.data of our Regional economic activity by gross domestic product, UK: 1998 to 2018 bulletin

Revisions

Gross regional product (GDP) and GVA estimates show revisions for the period 1998 to 2021.

All estimates, by definition, are subject to statistical error. However, in this context the word refers to the 
uncertainty in any process or calculation that uses sampling, estimation or modelling. Most revisions reflect either 
the adoption of new statistical techniques or the incorporation of new information, which allows the statistical error 
of previous estimates to be reduced.

This year we have taken on improved data from the business enterprise research and development (BERD) 
survey. In previous BERD statistics, up to the 2020 reference period, it was established that there was 
undercoverage, particularly of small businesses. Last year we applied an uplift approach as an interim measure. 
For 2022 we have a new sample, that has increased the volume of data received and ensured that the BERD 
statistics now better reflect the level of research and development (R&D) performed across the UK economy. 
Further information about this change can be found in the statistical bulletin Business enterprise research and 

.development, UK: 2022

This release includes improvements to the measurement of non-market education output at the International 
Territorial Level (ITL) 3 and local authority levels. These changes mirror those adopted at the ITL1 and ITL2 
levels in last year’s release, in apportioning non-market education using a direct volume method similar to that 
used in the National Accounts. Instead of apportioning output based on workforce data, these changes result in 
output being apportioned based on the number of pupils receiving an education by different school types, 
weighted by the cost of educating those pupils in different school types. Further information about the direct 
volume approach is available in .Measuring subnational education output

Several further improvements have been made to the estimation of non-market education output, reflecting 
changes incorporated in the education output measure from our  statistics. These Public Service Productivity
improvements include updates to the data used for cost-weighting activity, improvements to the treatment of 
academies and improvements to the measurement of pre-primary education to reflect recent expansions in 
childcare entitlement.

We have also improved the measurement of financial intermediation services indirectly measured (FISIM) within 
the banking industry. Working with colleagues from the Bank of England and the UK National Accounts, we have 
introduced new methods to better align regional estimates to the corresponding UK estimates, improving 
coherence between the national and regional accounts. We have also taken on improvements to the 
measurement of banks’ FISIM identified and implemented by the Bank of England to improve the quality of our 
regional estimates.

We have published revisions triangles for GVA in:

https://geoportal.statistics.gov.uk/datasets/ons::international-territorial-levels-level-1-january-2021-names-and-codes-in-the-united-kingdom-1/about
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/regionalaccounts/grossdisposablehouseholdincome/methodologies/regionalaccounts
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/regionalaccounts/grossdisposablehouseholdincome/methodologies/regionalaccountsmethodologyguidejune2019
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossvalueaddedgva/methodologies/regionalgrossvalueaddedbalancedqmi
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/regionaleconomicactivitybygrossdomesticproductuk/1998to2018#measuring-the-data
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/regionaleconomicactivitybygrossdomesticproductuk/1998to2018#measuring-the-data
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/governmentpublicsectorandtaxes/researchanddevelopmentexpenditure/bulletins/businessenterpriseresearchanddevelopment/2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/governmentpublicsectorandtaxes/researchanddevelopmentexpenditure/bulletins/businessenterpriseresearchanddevelopment/2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/articles/measuringsubnationaleducationoutput/2021-12-20
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/publicservicesproductivity/methodologies/improvedmethodsfortotalpublicserviceproductivitytotaluk2021
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our Revisions triangles: regional gross value added (balanced) in current basic prices dataset

our Revisions triangles: regional gross value added (balanced) in chained volume measures dataset

8 . Strengths and limitations

National Statistics

Data included in this release are designated as National Statistics, which means they have been assessed by the 
Office for Statistics Regulation as fully compliant with the Code of Practice for Statistics.

Quality information

Figures for 2022 are provisional as national estimates have not been through supply and use balancing at the 
time of this publication. Regional industry estimates for the components of income and production in 2022 have 
been calculated by applying growth in gross domestic product (output) industry figures, and then constraining 
these to sum to the income and production component totals. The figures used in this process are consistent with 
those published in the .UK National Accounts, The Blue Book: 2023

Following Census 2021 in England and Wales we now have rebased estimates for the years between censuses 
(2012 to 2020). Population data for Northern Ireland are also entirely up to date. However, population data for 
Scotland are subject to additional delay as their census was itself delayed by a year. As a result, there is a 
potential discontinuity in the population estimates for areas of Scotland between 2021 and 2022. Critically, we do 
not yet have population estimates for the further breakdown of Scottish Councils needed to produce some ITL2 
and ITL3 regions of Scotland. We have therefore suppressed any estimates of gross domestic product (GDP) per 
head for 2022 for affected areas of Scotland from this publication. We strongly advise users to exercise caution in 
the use of Scottish GDP per head until the entire time series is available on a consistent basis.

More information regarding the quality of these estimates can be found in the Regional gross value added 
.(balanced) QMI

9 . Related links

Disaggregating UK annual subnational gross value added to lower levels of geography: 1998 to 2021 
Article | Released 31 January 2024 
Breaking down local authority level annual gross value added (GVA) statistics to lower levels of geography. 
Official statistics in development.

Regional gross disposable household income, UK: 1997 to 2021 
Bulletin | Released 14 September 2023 
Annual estimates of regional gross disposable household income (GDHI) for the UK International Territorial 
Level (ITL) ITL1, ITL2, ITL3 regions, local and combined authorities, city regions and other economic and 
enterprise regions.

Country and regional public sector finances, UK: financial year ending 2022 
Article | Released 26 May 2023 
Public sector revenue, expenditure and net fiscal balance on a country and regional basis on a financial year 
basis.

Subregional productivity in the UK: June 2023 
Article | Released 20 June 2023 
Estimates for subregional labour productivity measured as gross value added (GVA) per hour worked and 
GVA per filled job.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossvalueaddedgva/datasets/revisionstrianglesregionalgrossvalueaddedbalancedincurrentbasicprices
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossvalueaddedgva/datasets/revisionstrianglesregionalgrossvalueaddedbalancedinchainedvolumemeasures
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/compendium/unitedkingdomnationalaccountsthebluebook/previousReleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossvalueaddedgva/methodologies/regionalgrossvalueaddedbalancedqmi
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossvalueaddedgva/methodologies/regionalgrossvalueaddedbalancedqmi
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossvalueaddedgva/articles/disaggregatingannualsubnationalgrossvalueaddedgvatolowerlevelsofgeography/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/regionalaccounts/grossdisposablehouseholdincome/bulletins/regionalgrossdisposablehouseholdincomegdhi/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/governmentpublicsectorandtaxes/publicsectorfinance/articles/countryandregionalpublicsectorfinances/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/labourproductivity/articles/regionalandsubregionalproductivityintheuk/latest
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10 . Cite this statistical bulletin

Office for National Statistics (ONS), released 24 April 2024, ONS website, statistical bulletin, Regional 
economic activity by gross domestic product, UK: 1998 to 2022

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/regionaleconomicactivitybygrossdomesticproductuk/1998to2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/regionaleconomicactivitybygrossdomesticproductuk/1998to2022
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